
It has been a year, friends...
…a year serving as Director of St. Paul’s
…a year since our medical & dental clinics transitioned to Bethesda Pediatrics
…a year of leaning on the Lord and seeing His faithfulness 
…a year of amazing support from our friends, family & community

Any time there is a season of change, it can create what some refer to as “dust”. For example, one 
might say, “when the dust settles…”. The term itself is not very appealing; however, I’m continuing to 
learn that the Lord’s ways are quite opposite to ours. 

He created LIFE from the “dust”. (Gen. 2:7)

With all the changes at St. Paul’s in the last year, the dust has been clearing, 
and I’m beginning to physically see the beautiful new story that the Lord is 
writing. He is at work, friends, and it is evident.

What a joy it is to share some of these stories of LIFE with you! Stay tuned 
because there’s so much more to come.

Many blessings!

Crystal Smoker
Operations Director

Caring for East Texas Families Since 1990
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P.S. Never underestimate seasons of “dust”. 
It’s where the Lord does some of His best work!

Caring for East Texas
Families Since 1990



…has been a place I hold close to my heart. 
In my mid 20’s, being a single mom to a 
growing toddler and a less than minimum 
wage job at the time, I was able to come 
here. I felt nothing but love, joy and support 
from the fabulous staff here. I felt unjudged 
at a time where I was at my lowest 
financially. I could barely supply us with 
food at the time. I have grown so much 
since then. I have a wonderful career, and 
my daughter and I are happy. I owe a huge 
portion of that to St. Paul’s Food Pantry!!  
THANK YOU!”     – MTN

Meet Afton. She served at the food pantry over the 

summer along with her grandparents. Upon 

seeing our prayer wall full of sticky-note requests 

and answers, she was moved to add a request of 

her own…her grandpa’s heart. A week passed, 

and her grandpa saw vast improvement! Excited, 

Afton added a new request for her other papa. 

Two weeks later, he did a complete 180 

turn-around! Thank you, Jesus!!! We pray that 

Afton’s faith continues to grow 

as she witnesses the Lord’s 

activity and goodness through 

prayer. 

“Ask, and it will be given to 

you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened 

to you.” Matthew 7:7

“THE FOOD PANTRY...

ANDREW’S PARK...

• 32k people served so far this year
• 100k pounds of healthy produce 

given to families
• Over 400 Children's Bibles 

distributed 

EMPOWERING CHILDREN
PHYSICALLY 

AND
SPIRITUALLY

“My children have received shoes the last two 

years, and I am incredibly grateful… The kid’s 

dad is barely in their lives and provides no 

support... We keep our expenses small but with 

one income, it’s still very tight every month. I am 

so very grateful to be able to receive brand-new 

shoes for my kids at the start of the school year. 

It helps so much to not have that expense in 

addition to my regular bills. Thank you so much 

for your generosity. Your gift truly makes an 

impact in my children’s lives.” – Grateful Mama

THANKS 
TO YOU:

+711 Children 
received 

brand-new 
sneakers, 

socks & 
underwear

+237 pair of 
shoes were 

donated to the 
Fostering 

Collective for 
local foster 

children

+269 Children 
received new 

school uniforms

…is the highlight of our neighborhood. From 

playing and learning, to birthday parties and 

cook-outs, it’s where memories are made, love is 

tangible, laughter is contagious, creativity 

abounds, and the worries of the world are left 

powerless at the gate. 

No one knew this more than Dr. Duane Andrews. 

Friends and acquaintances of his affectionately 

referred to him as “Saint Andrews” because of his 

humility, genuine love for people and his 

servant-heart. He knew the Lord personally and 

beheld the vision of the Kingdom so much so, 

that he invested everything into it. 

His legacy of loving and serving well will live on 

at St. Paul’s and especially 

Andrews Park. We are 

eternally grateful and hope 

to grow more and more 

towards Jesus as he did.

Dr. Duane Andrews 

1937-2024


